THIS ISSUE'S POLL

Annchen Marais

gedugte rooi pen — eiendom van die buy their first red pens. A fifth of our teachers, quite
genadelose hand wat behoort aan die koue frankly, couldn't care less while a third never even L

Dis die blote rooi ink wat soos bloed jou As the pie chart above shows, almost half of the
beste pogings en huiswerk bevlek. Dis die teachers at Stellenberg were insanely excited to
hart van: bought their own red pens. Most of these v
Rv) candidates received their red pens in T!._IE c cQ UE"‘)O
?ie Onderwyser. complimentary stationery packs...cheaters. gy 1 ) Vi N 2\

@'s this little confined tube of red ink, so very ~ Sommige onderwysers het interessante goed kwyt
annocent on the surface, but really so brutal.  geraak. Hier volg 'n paar eienaardige stellings:
Qvery teacher has to have one. We aren't

glowed to work in red, because they do...it's  “Ons is kommon — ons het gedink dis lekker om te

e teacher's thing. It's all they write with. It's ~ merk.”

=] | they have. It's the red pen. - Mev. Duminy

>

¢$o toe ek die rooi penne so op die tafels sien  “Ja, ek het dit nog steeds by die huis. Ek het dit

& hier in Ho, rskool Stellenberg, het ek die geraam en teen my muur gehang, volledig met 'n

%olgende vraag aan onderwysers gestel: downlighter wat klassieke musiek speel as mens dit
aansit.”

Whl/as dit 'n groot, opwindende ervaring om,'n - Mnr Burger

“Paar jaar terug, as jong onderwyser/es, jou
“Werste rooi pen te koop?

O “Ag, dis vreeslik opwindend...daar's rooies,
M groenes, oranjes, en as jy nou werklik liberaal is,
E dan's daar nog perses ook.”
=. - Mnr Basson
D
I Nee, ek kan dit nie ; “Dit was vir my baie meer opwindend om my eerste
eers arthou He 21% % kryte te koop om op die bord mee te skryf.”
- Mev. Thom

“Since then stick ek met dieselfde tipe pen.”
- Mnr Maree

W02°%sapnoop mmm//:d
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Editor's Note

Adyan King

riting my first editor's note
is quite a daunting task.
I'm sitting here with a copy

of the last issue of the Res Novae

from 2008. The great Henry Uys

stated that the Res Novae had become
his “own grumpy little baby.” Since
Henry and his team of pioneers left
the Res Novae, it has been quite a
pointless task to even contemplate
how | could help raise Henry's baby —
my adopted baby.

I have an amazing team of editors,
layout designers, photographers and
journalists whom | would like to
thank for their exceptional work.
Hopefully this issue is a testament to
their long nights of hard work. They
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Inhou‘dsopgawe

steadily help cultivate my belief that the
Res Novae will be a great success this
year. Ms Steenkamp has been an

inexhaustible source of ongoing support.

My wish for this year is that our writing
will not only report on events, but
express opinions. In a time where
passivity and indifference can be
equated to malevolence, we need to do
more than just expect change.

At the Oscars, Steve Martin and Tina
Fey refer an anonymous quote which
states that, “to write is to live forever.”
As Steve Martin so masterfully
articulated, “The man who wrote that, is
now dead.”

Thank you, Steve and Tina. Thank you,
Anonymous. Happy reading.
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“Toot-Toot!”

Christine Duvenhage

s Matrics, this is a time in our lives
when concepts such as road safety,

parallel parking, Rescue tablets and

petroleum seem to constantly have a place in

our minds.

Congratulations to the following Matrics who

have obtained their Driver's Licenses:

Pieter Avenant 12A2
Janus Barnard 12A4
Sven Coetzer 12A1
Marius Du Randt 12A3
Gerrit Duminy 12A3
Jan Fullard 12A1
Justin Hall 12E1
Ruan Jordaan 12A2
Sadé Kapp 12A3
Joanine Lombaard 12A4
Annchen Marais 12A4
Liesel Andrea Meintjies  12A3
Janine Nel 12A4
Antoinette Oosthuizen 12A3
Aimee Rossouw 12E1
Rowan Smallbones 12E3
Ernst Van Den Berg 12A3
Adriaan Van Wyk 12A1
Ernst Venter 12A1
JOKE!

Weekend Update jokes told by Seth
Meyers A new device has been invented
for bartenders to squirt drug dealers inside
their bar- this just in - a bartender has just
been murdered by a bunch of angry wet
drug dealers.

Well done guys and girls, have fun and
remember to buckle up!

? Here is a little something for you:
| was recently driving with a friend of mine.

We were coming to a red light, and he shot right
through it. | asked him, "Why'd you do that?" He
told me this is how his brother drives.

We came to another red light, and again, he shot
right through it. | asked him, "Why'd you do
that?" Again, he told me this is how his brother
drives.

We come to a green light, and he SLAMMED on
the brakes. My heart nearly went into my throat.
| shouted at him, "Why do you do that?!"

He replied, "You never know, my brother could
be coming the other way.”

Matriekdag

p 18 Februarie het die Matrieks van
O 2009 hulle matriekdag gehad. Al die

matrieks is weggery met busse na die
bergrivier kampterein net buite Paarl, waar
hulle gebraai, geswem, ge-Supertube en
geloaf het. Die bergrivier kampterrein is
bekend vir sy ongelooflike diep swembad
(soos 12 Voet...) en vinnige Supertube.

Alhoewel die oom wat werk by die Supertube
ons klomp keer gevra het om nie te bondel nie,
het ons dit natuurlik nog steeds gedoen.
Gelukkig het niemand hierdie keer 'n tand in
hulle voorkop gekry nie! 'n Groot aktiwiteit was
die intense touchies game wat in die viakkant
van die swembad plaasgevind het. Daar was
ook 'n lekker snoepie en 'n pool kamer met 'n
jukebox. Na ure se genot in die son moes die
Stellies terug op die busse en terug skool toe.
Dit was nogal 'n goeie manier om 'n jaar vol
groot Matriekgees te begin.




Die Deutsche Ecke

(Fortgesetzt) Jeft

MTBS hat mir sehr viel spald gemacht.

Sowohl das Uben, als auch besonders der

Auftritt. Als ich dann das Video gesehen

habe war ich sehr beeindruckt. In

Deutschland haben wir so etwas leider nicht.

g werde sehen, ob ich etwas einfiihren
nn? .

Qas, glaubst du, missen alle Studafrikaner
g)n den Deutschen wissen?
—

Rit mir Leid, dazu fallt mir nichts ein.

Eﬁctest du den Schulern
wn Stellenberg noch etwas

%gen?
%)

A¥aume nicht dein Leben, D
@ndern lebe deinen Traum.

COD 5 Review

Call of Duty V is

just like Call of

Duty IV, but in

another time

period. With the

same game

engine it feels

like a knock off

of the original.

The new Call of

Duty is set in

World War II.

Now if you are screaming “No...Not again!”, then we are in the
same boat. But don't let that put you off the game. It's great. In

the campaign you play as the Russians and Americans
against the Nazis. The multiplayer mode is quite fun and
has a co-op mode which enables you to play through the
campaign with a friend. They have made quite some
changes to the game. Instead of helicopter cover you get
to unleash dogs. You also get a recon plane, which acts
like a radar and they inserted a flamethrower [jay]. The
sounds effects sound fake and the voice-over
unprofessional. So don't rush to buy it, but do give it a try.

THE NOMINATION BALL

lain Walker

he Nomination Ball - an occasion many
I perceive to be the most monotonous
event on the social calendar for the first
term. However, this did not prevent me from

 being there with bells on - especially at the
announcement that there would be free food.

~Needless to say, this night is for the sole
nurpose of nominating those lucky few in Matric
whom everyone drools over - the finalists for the
coveted title of Sjampanjenooi. This is not only a
great honour, but also always a laugh when the
inter-schools come around. Durbanville's

» Sjampanjenooi always has a deceptively

 alegant name such as Jocelyn. As she enters

; the stadium, one often wonders if Jaco would
not be more appropriate as she can be seen

| thundering around the corner with a terrified
looking Grade 8 pinned under each arm, both

 desperately squealing in futility to escape (the
third presumably having already been eaten.)

Aside from the formalities of the night, there was
also much dancing and great fun to be had. A
personal favourite of mine, was seeing how
many times | could convince Mr Botes that |

wanted the cold drink that was conveniently
located at the bottom of a giant tub of ice.
Eventually he would manage to find the drink
by using a pair of goggles and cunningly
positioned mirrors placed on a headband.
Needless to say, this only worked a few times
before he launched a chunk of ice at the back

of my pip.

Many claimed that their reason for not coming
was that the DJ was “an old man with a sieve,
a light bulb and a box of matches.” Though an
elderly man with colourful light bulbs he may
be, he made the night thoroughly enjoyable! |
got down with my bad-self and I've got the
pictures of me vogue-ing to prove it! (Yes, | did
just make up a verb, but I'm a journalist, | can
totally do stuff like that.)

All'in all the night was a blast, and a huge
thank you must go out to all the teachers, the
first rugby team and light bulb man who
decided to play Cotton-Eyed Joe for a truly
memorable evening.

YOURE AFULL WORM, AWHOLE WORM AND NOTHING BUT A WORM!!

Christine Duvenhage

verwelkoming van 2009 se Graad 8 groep aan die Hoerskool Stellenberg. Dit was vir die

skool 'n uitdaging, maar nadat daar gehuil is, gesweet is en in sommige mense se geval,
gebloei is, het die kleintjies onder leiding van die Studeteraad uiteindelik hul plek gevind in
“Stellenberg Wurmkolonie.”

O ns staan aan die einde van die eerste kwartaal en dus ook aan die einde van die

Gr. 8 Orientation

“Walking through those gates on the first day...no words could
describe what | felt. It was one of the greatest heart-stopping
events of my life. To be a worm meant that we were at the bottom
of the food-chain. That week | was tested in ways | could not even
imagine. What made the week so profound, was that | met new
people and made new friends. To conclude, | just want to say that it
was the right choice to come to Stellenberg!”

- Jason Cyster

The worm

“Dit was vir ons iets baie lekker om te beleef, behalwe vir die deel as 'n
“wurm”. Dit was nogal scary aan die begin, maar dit het al hoe lekkerder
geword! Ons het awesome nuwe vriende gemaak! Die deurnag was lekker,
veral Ruan se sap...euww verby. Dit was die moeite werd.

Stellies is die beste en ons wil maar baie dankie sé vir die Studenteraad. Dit
was great en julle almal is die beste!!!”

My first experience of Grade 8: THE ORIENTATION

“The orientation was so cool! It was fun and exciting, but also very
tiring. Orientation was harder than doing my homework. The school is
so big, but we're all getting there. | know where most of my classes
are now because of the orientation. Everything was so good: the new
friends | met and all the great SRC learners - they're so friendly. |
loved everything about the orientation (the music, etc.), but what |
didn't like was all the walking around. Anyway, it was the best way for
me to meet new friends.”

- Cleopatra Mlenzana

“Wow! What an experience - it has been the best part of going to
High School. The SRC kept us busy the whole day. The best, for
us, was the Lock-In, where we were the whole of Saturday night.
We ran in the passages and looked for clues while being surprised
by scary-looking creatures. There we were, all screaming our
lungs out, only to find out that it was the SRC dressed-up as
monsters the whole time. Well, now you know at least a quarter of
the things we did at the Lock-In.

Thank you, to all SRC-members that made our orientation such a
wonderful experience.”

- Robyn Viljoen and Alto De Kock



YOURE AFULL WORM, AWHOLE WORM AND NOTHING BUT AWORM!!
CONTINUED...

A Wormy Experience...

“After the Gr. 8 orientation ordeal, | have a newfound respect for worms.
How any worm can survive getting up very early, venturing into unknown
teyritory with no hairstyle and all their personal details worn around their
@mck, is beyond me.

We made it...we've become true Stellies!

Gellenberg's SRC ensured an orientation we'll never forget. We were
wtroduced to the school and each other in a fun and informative way —
fEing united as a worm tribe and locked in overnight! We even had to

&splay our sports skills in front of a crowd!

@ank you to our orientation team, you've created a monster and as proud Stellies we loved it! Be
Efsured — You've created a Gr. 8 team to be reckoned with. Watch this space...”

Kyle Swartz

Gr. 8 Orientation

“The orientation started when | walked into the hall and sat in the wrong
group, but the orientation still wasn't spoiled. The best part for me was the
Watermelon Fest. We all got extremely dirty and sticky and above all | was
full of sand! (having been thrown into the sandpit). One thing | wasn't a big
fan of, was the Gr. 8 song, which we had to practise for hours! The sleepover
was great fun, not as scary as | expected though. | think the orientation was a
success, and | am thankful for the SRC's preparation and hard work, '‘cause
now | feel like a Stellie!”

Neil Krogscheepers

elL - WM 4ad 4adise

—Congratulations to all grade 8s who survived the orientation. It was a pleasure working with you
~and may you all strive to become beautiful butterflies by the end of your High School career.
sremember: Time waits for no one...so enjoy the time you have here and make the best of it.

he Quote Page

»A man who had a heart attack while he was 2Beware of thinkers whose minds function only
lone in his house was saved when his dog when they are fuelled by a quotation.
rought him the phone so he could call for -Emile Cioran

elp. However, it should be noted that for
very one of these heartwarming stories,
here's a million others where the dog just
its there like a moron and watches you die.

»Sponge Bob Square Pants will begin airing 0
In China in December so millions of factory

workers can finally know what they're

making. But Chinese censors have ordered

the name of the show be changed to

"CleaningpadCharlie RectangleShorts"

Die Deutsche Ecke

interview mit Jonas Christine Duvenhage
Woher kommst du?

Ich komme aus Oldenburg, einer Stadt im
Nordwesten Deutschlands. Dort wohne ich
mit meiner Familie in einem Haus nahe der
Innenstadt.

Erzahl uns von deiner Familie in
Deutschland!

Ich habe zwei kleinere Schwestern. Eine ist
9, die andere fast 14 Jahre alt, also im
typischen Teenageralter. Mein Vater arbeitet
selbstandig als Unternehmensberater und
meine Mutter ist Krankenschwester in einer
psychiatrischen Klinik.

Wie lange bist du schon in Stidafrika? Wie
lange bleibst du?

Ich bin am 20. Januar, also ein Tag vor
Schulbeginn, angekommen. Ich bleibe noch
bis zum Ende des zweiten Quartals, dann
geht es zuriick nach Deutschland.

Warum hast du eigentlich Stdafrika gewahlt?

Ich habe Sidafrika nicht wirklich gewahilt.
Dass ich hier bin ist vielmehr eine gliickliche
Fugnung. Es fing damit an, dass ich ein
fremdes Land besuchen wollte um
Erfahrungen zu sammeln. Dann ist mir
eingefallen, dass ich vor langer Zeit ein Au-
Pair aus Sudafrika hatte. Also stellte ich den
Kontakt her, organisierte alles und nun bin
ich hier und freue mich was fur ein Glick ich
gehabt hebe, dass ich von alle den
englischsprachigen Landern der Erde in
Sudafrika gelandet bin.

Gefallt es dir hier?

Ja, sogar sehr gut. Die Landschaft um
Kapstadt ist wundervoll und die Leute, denen
ich begegnet bin, waren offen und sind sofort
auf mich zugegangen.

Wie findest du das Essen?
Das Essen hier unterscheidet sich nicht viel

von dem, was ich in Deutschland esse, aber
alles typisch Sudafrikanische, das ich bisher

gekostet
habe, zum
Beispiel
Porridge,
schmeckt mir
sehr gut.

Woflr interessierst du dich...Welche
Hobbys?

Ich interessiere mich fir beinahe alles.
Ich habe auch schon vieles gemacht:
Bogenschiel3en, Kanu Fahren, Klettern,
Taekwon-Do, Schwimmen, Wind surfen,
und so weiter. Momentan konzentriere
ich mich auf die Musik, die, was meine
Interessen angeht, eigentlich die einzige
Konstante in meinem Leben ist. In
meiner Band High Head spiele ich Gitarre
und singe, und auch in meiner Freizeit
umgebe ich mich oft mit Musik.

Magst du Musik? Hast du eine
Lieblingsband?

Wie gesagt, ich hore und mache viel
Musik. Was ich gerade hore, hangt von
meiner Stimmung ab. Das Repertoire
meiner Lieblingsgenre reicht von Klassik
Uber Metal, Rock und Oldies bis hin zu
Drum and Bass und Trance. Ich habe
allerdings eine Vorliebe fir Alternative
und Metal.

Wer ist dein Lieblingslehrer in Stellenberg
High und warum?

Das ist eine sehr schwierige Frage.
Bisher hatte ich noch keine schlechte
Erfahrung mit einem der Lehrer. Wer mir
besonders gefallt ist einmal Herr van den
Worm und seine Methoden den
Unterricht so interessant wie moglich zu
gestalten und meine Englishlehrerin,
deren Name ich peinlicherweise immer
noch nicht kenne, mit ihrer weisen Art mit
der sie mit dem Leben und ihren
Schilern umgeht.

Du hast ja MTBS
mitgemacht...war das
fur dich schon oder
langweilig? Habt ihr
sowas in Deutschland

h?
.



Oscar Wilde

Adyan King
or the first time | can remember, |
F actually watched the entire broadcast
of the Academy Awards this year.
Perhaps it was just more entertaining than
usual. Perhaps it was the new production

—tgam they hired or maybe that can of Red
Bull | drank a year ago finally kicked in.
T

(As the show opened, a tuxedo-clad Hugh
qgackman walked onto the stage of the
Qodak Theatre and proceeded to surprise

e audience with his singing voice. | was as
Qeptical as the 457,147 other Internet users
§_1at viewed the video on YouTube as to
Trheck whether lip-syncing is as prevalent
djow as it was in the 80s.

seems that the global trend of
=gcknowledging the previously
Wisadvantaged, has finally penetrated the
“Hicting world. It was as if the cast of Slumdog
—Wiillionaire had a slight case of kleptomania
@s they couldn't keep their now high-profile
“Hands off those golden statues. The film was
minated for ten awards of which it won

—®ight, including Best Picture. Typically, the
Mtage would be graced by the aloof
'II‘-lollywood-types we have come to know and

spmetimes (but hardly ever) love, but not all
=#)e winners were as condescending. Kunio
K ato, who won Best Animated Short Film
-and thanked, among others, the Academy
=snd his pencil, concluding his acceptance
=Bpeech with the eloquent words, "Do6mo
grigat(‘), Mr. Roboto" —my new favourite
=~

satchphrase, by the way.

Meryl Streep is a great actress. She really is. She
has received Oscar nominations a record-
breaking 15 times - and after having had that
piece of information rubbed in my face a record-
breaking 4 times in the space of about three
hours, it came across as quite a slap in the face
when Streep didn't win. She kept her pose though
— a testimony to just how great an actress she
really is.

On more than one occasion, an acceptance
speech was more a means to protest against the
current US legislation than anything else. Civil
rights for all! Sean Penn won the award for Best
Actor for his portrayal of the 1970s gay civil rights
activist, Harvey Milk. Best Actress winner, Kate
Winslet seems determined to pick up the award
for the longest total screen-time by a British
actress. | mean, Titanic wasn't long enough?
Despite this and her sometimes overly emotional
acceptance speeches (not forgetting the side-
plate of not-so-subtle Oh! This is so unexpected!)
Winslet is being hailed as one of the most
talented actresses of our time.

All'in all, it was an entertaining three hours of
television. Awards were given and received.
Mothers, acquaintances and strangers were
thanked and opinions were voiced. That's good
television. To quote this year's host, “For
everyone watching, keep on making movies and
keep on going to them. Good night!”

Thank you, Hugh Jackman.

Die gees loop hoog by MTBS '09

Dirk Brand

y vanjaar se MTBS het al wat lewe en
bewe opgedaag om die noordelike

voorstede se vier top skole in aksie te
sien. Toeskouers
. het reeds om 6 uur
Dramatlese begin inkom en op

die walle gaan sit,
foto om te \_/erseker dat

hulle nie een
oomblik van die
pawiljoen
openinge mis nie.
Eers het die vier
atleetgroepe om die baan geloop en voor hul
skool se pawiljoen gaan sit, terwyl die
pawiljoene intimiderende liedjies gesing het
om hulle atlete op te sweep.

Hoérskool Tygerberg het toe die dag met hul
opening begin. Hul tema was “Tyger Shoppe
of Horrors”. Daarna het Hoérskool DF Malan
die gehoor teruggevat na hulle disco dae met
'n mengsel van ABBA liedjies. Toe is dit die
Stellies se beurt. Ons het goed vertoon met
ons tema “Ocean Fever”. Laaste, maar nie
die minste nie, was Hoérskool Bellville wat
vrolike liedjies oor swem en son gesing het

wat by hul “Summer” tema gepas het.

Die dag is in groot
gees voortgesit en .
al die atlete hethul | Dramatiese
items met passie en

uitnemendheid fOtO

aangedurf. Heinrich
Kuhn, ons atletiek
kaptein, vir dié van
julle wat nog nie
weet nie, het met groot toejuiging reg voor die
Stellies pawiljoen 'n rekord of twee gebreek. 'n
Ander uitblinker was Daniél Claasen, wat op sy
beurt ook 'n paar rekords verwoes het.

Die dag het geéindig met DF Malan wat met die
atletiekbeker wegstap, maar Stellenberg het vir
die eerste keer in agt jaar die pawiljoenbeker
huistoe gebring. Ons almal hoop dat die
Matrieks van die jare wat voorlé ook Stellenberg
se naam so kan laat seévier soos by MTBS '09.
Dit was virseker 'n dag wat 'n merk gelaat het in
alle trotse Stellies se harte.



The History of Valentine

Bianca da Mata

he 14th of February can
only mean one thing. That's
right folks, it's Valentine's

s

February has long been known as
fhe month of romance. The time
g year when the chubby love
d, Cupid, aims his bow and
rrows at the hearts of men and
gomen all over the world.

M
or some people, Valentine's Day
Bjust like any other day. It's also
dreminder to those single people
Bbw lucky they are not to have to
spend money on someone else.
Bor R12 a rose, wouldn't it be
gheaper to sneak into the
rreighbour's garden, even though
;'Lq)u might have to sacrifice getting
Bitten by Spike?

Fhe origin of Valentine's Day has
-&en hard to trace over the years.
ftis said to have started when a

ndly priest dared to defy the
Rws passed by a mighty ruler.
Halentine was a bishop who
Secretly married soldiers to their

ung companions. Claudius Il

cided to pass an edict that

nned marriage, because he
@ought his soldiers were too
emotionally attached to their
families. He wanted to make
better soldiers.

Nowadays, nobody can keep it a
secret as to whom they admire when
it comes to Valentine's Day.
Thousands of messages, poems and
songs are sent via Mxit, cell phones
and e-mail. Places such as Cardies,
Woolworths, the cinemas and
restaurants are all making big bucks
catering to the needs of their
customers.

Even though the 14th fell on a
Saturday this year, everyone arrived
at school on Monday to a lavishly
decorated CROSS passage. Thanks
to the bright explosion of cute notes
hanging from the ceiling and flowers
plastered everywhere, my blue
Monday was definitely tickled pink.

Susie Farbas

Twilight- book review

Bianca da Mata

Young Bella Swan moves from Phoenix, to
live with her father in the small town of Forks
in Washington. Moving somewhere where
virtually everyone knows you is tough,
especially when your father is Chief of Police
(yikes!). She expects her new life in Forks to
be as dull as the town itself. But her new
classmates seem to like this pale-skinned,
dark-haired girl. Except, it seems, the Cullen
family. Edward Cullen, in particular, hates her.

Even though she feels offended by his
ignoring her, she is still drawn to the marble
skin and golden eyes of this mysterious boy.

Bella tries to keep a low profile, but as she
seems to always be in some sort of danger,
Edward steps in (more than once) to help her
out.

However, the closer she gets to him, the more
she puts herself - and those she loves - at
risk. Can Bella figure the Cullen’s secret out,
before she finds herself and the Cullen family
fighting for her life?

Twilight has been called 'an extraordinary
love story that will stay with you long after you
have turned the final page' for being
'seductively dark and compelling'. If you love
suspense, | highly recommend this book.



Vote or Die!

Adyan King
“J don't know whether I'm going to win or
I not. | think | am. | do know I'm ready for
the job. And, if not,
that's just the way it goes.”
-Former President of the United States of
£merica, George W. Bush

Really, | wish | could make this stuff up. What
would modern politics be without the
uccasional slip-up by a president or
oresidential candidate (except Obama - the
ran is flawless).

i1 a time where the lines between politics
anid satire are seriously blurred, why turn a
5lind eye when international affairs can be so
entertaining. Whether it's Former President
2ush having a shoe thrown at him, or
Governor Sarah Palin being parodied by Tina
Fay, the political stage has become home to
many comedies and one or two tragedies.
Right here in South Africa, we hear political
carties ordering us to COPE — but how long
ao they expect us to keep it up?

FKgalema Mothlante

1
Qerhard Janse van Vuren
=

have recently realised that not too many
of our students know what is going on in
our country's politics. After a few
dterviews, I've discovered that no one really
“®nows anything about our current president.
-~
S~~~
you thought it was Thabo Mbeki, you're
rong... You're about eight months out. Our
Surrent president is Kgalema Mothlante. |
tdn't know anything about him, or where he
game from, so | did a bit of research.

%turns out that he will temporarily lead our
(7(2_ountry until the next election. This will take
-(glace on 22 April 2009.

o

Bgalema Mothlante is a former student
activist, a trade unionist and a former soldier
in the ANC's disbanded military wing. In
1977 he was sentenced to 10 years
imprisonment and was jailed on Robben
Island with Nelson Mandela and Jacob Zuma
under the Apartheid regime.

If puns counted in their favour, perhaps COPE and
Mosiuoa Lekota would stand out above the crowd
of ANC supporters and their choruses of Umshini
Wami (bring me my machine-gun) — Zuma's newly
adopted theme song. If multilingualism and power-
suits float your boat, then Mayor Helen Zille is your
woman. The winner of The World's Best Mayor
Award, speaks English, Afrikaans, Xhosa and
German.

For those of you old enough to vote this year,
speak your minds — voice your opinions. The 2006
US elections ushered in a new era of youth
involvement in political choice. P. Diddy challenged
Americans to “Vote or Die” — the name of his
organization. Perhaps a campaign with such a
direct and slightly obscene name isn't exactly what
we need. “Vote-or-keep-quiet-the-next-time-you-
want-to-complain-about-South-Africa-and-then-
realize-that-you-didn't-do-anything-to-make-a-
difference”might be more suited, albeit verbose.

What can | say? Politics makes me long-winded.

He was appointed as South African president,
shortly after Thabo Mbeki resigned in
September 2008. While Mbeki was seen as an
increasingly unpopular figure, the tough way in
which the ANC pushed him out drew criticism
from some quarters.

Shortly after Mbeki's
resignation, Deputy
President (Phumzile
Mlambo Ngcuka)
also resigned as a
sign of her devotion
to Mbeki.

There you have it, a
little heads-up on
what's going on in
the South African
Government.
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RAGE, MOAN, COMPLAIN

Cornelius Verwey

As you are all aware, Stellenberg has
adopted a new timetable. Some are sad
about the tragic loss of study periods (A
moment of silence, please). Some are furious
about the agonizingly long periods. Some
hate the now unbelievable traffic.

One thing is certain — the new system is not
appreciated.

But rather than random mudslinging, let's
think about this.

All the changes have been brought about to
facilitate more academic time. The problem is
that a lot of us found it difficult to concentrate
before - now we have 50 minute periods.

It is a scientific fact that the average high
school learner's concentration span is -
drumroll...a maximum of 35 minutes.

Within those 35 minutes, certain levels of
detailed concentration deteriorate within
about 7 seconds. It's hard to believe, but to
prove it to yourself, try the following:

1. Look at a fine, distinct aspect of an
object (colour, shape, etc)

2. Concentrate on the object.

3. Notice that your focus on each aspect

wavers within seconds.

You'll notice the obvious problem here. 50
minutes — 35 minutes = 15 minutes of not
focusing. 15 minutes per period, wasted.

So, with longer periods, the average learner's
productivity has actually been lowered.

Let's not forget traffic. Traffic around Stellenberg
in the mornings and afternoons has almost
doubled. Numerous accidents have already
occurred, most notably one on the first day the
new system was implemented.

Taking the above into consideration, is this new
system really worth it? Is it as effective as it
should be?

| say no. But, as always, there's a bright side -
only 5 years (for some of us less) to go.

Think about that, and smile.

CD Review

Dirk Brand

The latest offering from Kings of Leon was
received with a kaleidoscope of emotions.
Die-hard Indie fans of their first and second
albums (Youth and Young Manhood and Aha
Shake Heartbreak respectively) were
disappointed to hear that the band has taken
their sound to a more mainstream level. For
our mainstream friends out there, who have
only discovered them now, congratulations!
Kings of Leon really is an excellent band with
a diverse sound and catchy melodies that will

make you want to play air guitar to a point of
public embarrassment. Hits from this album
include “Sex on Fire” and “Use Somebody”.
Give it a listen!

Recommended: The
Strokes, The
Raconteurs, Vampire
Weekend
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